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A 
PLAIN ADDRESS 


TO THE 


Farmers, Labourers, Cc. 


Countrymen and Friends, 


HAVE heard it remarked, 
and I believe with Juſtice, 


Norfolk, are in general ſenſible and 
acute ; that they know- their own In- 
tereſt, and ate not eaſily to be impoſed 
on; and it was with Pleaſure, that I 
obſerved you lately give a Proof how 
well you deſerved that Character; for 
when the falſeſt Inſinuations, and | 
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golſelt Mikrepreſentaions were made 
uſe. of, in order to miſlead you, and 
ſtir you up, to oppoſe in a tumultuous 
and illegal Manner, the Execution of 
the Militia Act; thoſe few who were 
at firſt deceived, ſoon made it appear 
that they had their Ears and Minds 
open to Truth and Reaſon ; and ven 
Matters being properly ated and put 
in a true Light to them, they ſaw 
their Error and diſperſed quietly ; and 
the Promoters of all this Miſchief, had 
for their Pains, only tlie eee ee of 
fruitleſsly expoſing the Madneſs of their 
Heads, and the Malice of their Hearts, 
to the Contempt and Deteſtation of 
all Men of Senſe and Lovers of their 
Country; you acted like ſuch, and 
deſerve all poſſible Regard to be ſhewn 
you, and to have thoſe Things, which 
from your Station in Lite and Educa- 
tion you cannot be ſuppoſed to know, 
or be Judges of, explained to you in 
a clear eaſy Manner | when that 1s 
done, and Matters of Fact are ſet be- 
fore you, and a few * Obſervations 
| made 
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made on. them, your own Reaſon will 
do the reſt, and you will ſee what is 


your real Intereſt as readily-and 'as 


clearly as thoſe who have the moſt 
Learning and Knowledge. What I 
ſhall chiefly aim at will be Plainneſs 
and Clearnek, that all of you may un- 
derſtand me; the Facts I ſhall tell you, 
will be ſucll⸗ as I have either ſeen my- 
ſelf, or know to be true; from un- 
doubted Authority: and the Obſer- 
vations. I ſhall make, will be ſuch as 
you at once will perceive to be natural 
and juſt: What I ſhall endeavour to 
prove will be, that the Farmers, La- 
bourers, and Commonalty of this 
Kingdom, would ſuffer more in Pro- 
portion, by any Change in our Go 
vernment and Conſtitution, than the 
Nobility, the Gentry and the Rich ; 
that conſequently it is highly their In- 
tereſt; to unite and concur in all Mea- 
ſures for the Preſervation and Defence 
of them in their preſent State; that 
the Militia Act is intirely and indeed 
ooly calculated for thoſe Endsand Pur- 
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poſes; and therefore it is ſo far from 
being a Hardſhip on you, that you 
have the greateſt Reaſon to bleſs the 
Promoters of it ; and if you have any 
Regard for your own Safety and Hap- 
pineſs, and that of your Families, and 
tor the Preſervation of your Religion, 
your Liberty, your Property, and all 
that can be dear and valuable to Man, 
_ you ought readily and chearfully, and 
to the utmoſt of your Power, to unite 
with the Gentry of your Country, 
who as you ſee are unanimous in it, 
and carry the Militia A& into Execu- 
tion with Spirit and Vigour. 

And let me begin with informing 
you, that your Caſe is different from 
that of any People in Europe ; I wil! 
venture to aſſert, that in thoſe Coun- 
tries which call themſelves free, ſuch 
as Holland, Switzerland, and Sweden, 
the Boors and Peaſants, that is to ſay 
the Farmers, Huſbandmen, and in ge- 
neral thoſe who live by their Labour, are 
not ſo ſecured from all kind of Oppreſ- 
ions from their Superiors, nor ſo much 
Protected 
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protected and indulged by the Laws in 
every reſpect as you are: This is cer- 


tainly Fact, tho' to prove it will take 
up too much Time at preſent; yet 
theſe People are ſo ſenſible of the Value 
of that Liberty which they enjoy, that 
they are ready to take up Arms in De- 
fence of it, and have a regular well-diſ- 
ciplined Militia: In Switzerland par- 
ticularly, every Man is obliged to have 
his Arms in order, and attend Exer- 
ciſe 5 none but the Clergy are exempt- 
ed, and ſevere Fenalties-are inflicted 
on thoſe who negle@ it; and when 
a Countryman goes to Church i in order 
to be married, he 1s obliged to appear 
with his Militia Arms and Accoutre- 
ments, to ſhew (ſay they wiſely) that 
he is ready to defend his Wife and Fa- 
mily, without which no Man deſerves 
to have one. 

In Rufia, Poland, Bohemia, Hun- 
gary, and many other - Parts of Ges- 
many, there are no fuch Things as 
Frecholders and Farmers, the Country- 
men are all Slaves to the Gentlemen; 
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they belong to the Landlord, are part 
of the Stock of his Eſtate, as much as 
the Cattle or Corn, and are bought and 
fold with the Land, they, their Waves 
and their Children, nor are they per- 
mitted to remove; all they have, and 
all they can earn, is their Lord's, 'who 
me: allows them a miſerable Subſiſt- 
; if the Landlord is ill- tempered, 
kate, or drunk, they are — and 
abuſed without Mercy; nor dare they 
murmur, much leſs reſiſt; for it a Gen- 
tleman kills one of his Boors, he is not 
puniſhed ; if indeed he kills one be- 
longing to another Gentleman, he pays 
him about Five Pound Damages as for 
a Bcaſt ; and the beſt-natured and moſt 
humane amongſt the Gentlemen, are ſo 
uſed to conſider them as ſuch, that 
they have no notion of dealing with 
them without Blows; and indeed by 
this cruel Uſage and their Poverty, they 
become brutiſh and ſtupid, and ſcarce 

a Degree above Beaſts. 
It is true, that in other Parts bf Ger- 
any; in n 8 pain, Savoy, and 
Italy, 
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Ealy, the Slavery of the Commonalty 
is not eſtabliſhed by Law as in thoſe 
Places have juſt. — A. but 
there is no very great Difference in 
Practioe. In the Account of the State 
of the Common People in thoſe Coun- 
tries, I ſhall chiefly have an Eye to 
France; tor tho' indeed they are all 
pretty much alike, yet as the French 
would, if they had it in their Power, 
eee their own kind of Comm. 
ment along with the Pretender, amongſt 
us, it will be very proper, to ſhew 
you the Situation you would be in, 
could they ſucceed in that Attempt. 


In Countries where the King or 


Prince is arbitrary, that is to ſay, where 
his Will is Law, and where conſequent- 
ly he can do juſt as he pleaſes, and diſ- 


poſe of the Lives and Fortunes of 


his Subjects at his Pleaſure, (as is the 
Caſe in thoſe which I have been ſpeak- 
ing of,) it is certain that all both high 
— low, rich and poor, ſuffer Oppreſ- 
ſion; but it is as certain, that the Griev- 
ances 905 the lower and poorer Sort, 

are 


- 
— 
F 
* 
3 
v 
n 
LY 
0 
* 
- 
i 
24 
| 
| 
1 
by 
—* 
15 
4 


[ 10 ] 


are much the greateſt in Proportion; 


the Nobility and Gentry are highly fa- 


voured, and enjoy great Privileges, and 


are free from many of the Taxes that 
are levied on the Commonalty. To 
oppreſs a whole Nation equally might 


be dangerous, Deſpair might excite a 


general Rebellion; for this Reaſon, all 
arbitrary Kings will favour and protect 


the Gentry, and indulge them in tyran- 


nizing and lording it over the Common 
People; that there may be a conſtant 


Enmity between them, and that they 


may never join together in favour of 
Liberty. In travelling along thoſe 
Countries, you don't ſee as you do 
here in England, noble Country Seats, 


fine Parks, and extenſive Plantations, 


where the Owners inhabit great part 


of the Vear, living in a friendly and 
familiar Manner with their Country 
Neighbours, ſpending their Money 
amongſt them, and employing great 
Numbers of the poor labouring Men in 


their Improvements: Moſt of the Gen- 


try and Men of Fortune are at Court, 


OT 
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or in the Army, and ſecarce ever viſit 
their Eſtates; and thoſe few that re- 
main at home, dwell in old half ruined 

Caſtles, that look more like Retreats 
for Robbers than Gentlemen's Seats, 
are proud and tyrannical, and feared 
and hated by all the poor Countrymen, 
who are ſo unhappy as to live near 
them : For in thoſe Countries, every 
petty Lord of a Manor, has it in his 
Power to be a little Tyrant over the 
poor Peaſants, and every Gentleman 
and Officer, beats and abuſes them on 
the leaſt or no Provocation : I have 
ſeen Inſtances that have aſtonifhed me, 
of three or four luſty ſtout Country 
Fellows, ſtand tamely to be Horſe- 
whipped, by a little puny ſtarveling 

Officer, that any one of them could 
have whipped like a Child, without 
their daring ſo much as to Life up a 
Hand to fave themſelves. You com- 
plain of our Game Laws; what would 
you fay to theirs? In Germany, all 
about the Limits of Manors, you ſee 
Poſts ſet up with painted Boards on 


them, 
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them, repreſenting, ſome a Man hang 


ed, others a Man with his Hand cut — 
off, which are put up by way of Warn- 


ings, to ſhew the Puniſhments that 
attend killing any Game ; and theſe are 
_ inflicted without Mercy: In France, 


for ſuch Offences they impriſon and 


ſend to the Gallies. You can have no 


Notion of the Manner in which the 


Peaſants are treated there ; for no Man, 
let his Fortune or Rank be ever fo 
conſiderable, or whatever Degree of 
Pride and Inſolence he may be poſſeſſed 
of, dares in this Country to act any 


ching like it: If he eſcaped with un- 


broken Bones, the Law would lay hold 
of him; which with us is open to, and 
protects the meaneſt, equally with the 
higheſt. How many Inſtances do you 
ſee here, of Juſtices of the Peace being 
ſued, and puniſhed for partial and un- 
Juſt Proceedings ? There every petty 
Magiſtrate, is almoſt abſolute ; and ac- 
cording as he is influenced, by the De- 
fire of obliging, or Fear of diſobliging 


ſome of his Superiors, or by his own 
Paſſions 
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Paſſions or Partiality, he fines, impri- 


| fons, and puniſhes, without regard to 


Law or juſtice; at leaſt the poor 
Peaſant can get no Redreſs againſt 
him, but muſt quietly ſubmit. And 
you muſt not fancy that there are to 
be found amongſt them Farmers and 
Countrymen like ours; Men of Subſtance, 
who live well, eat wall; have largeStocks, 

their Houſes "1vat and wi turniſhed, 

whoſe Wives and Children go decedit; 
and ſometimes fine : So far from it, that 
I can aſſure you, that any labouring Man 
amongſt you, who has Health, is indu- 
ſtrious, and has a good Wife, who is 
cleanly and a Houſewife, lives better, fares 
better, has things about him in a neater 
Manner, and he and his Family are 
better clad, than the beſt of their Far- 
mers; and as for the reſt of them, they 


would envy your Pariſh Collectioners, 


even in theſe late hard Times: They 
are all of them poor, miſerable, ragged, 
and meagre, their only Fare is black 
Bread made of bad Rye, or Buck ; 
Soups made without Meat, only of 
Herbs ; 


R_ 
Herbe; and a little Butter when they 
can pet it; bad Cheeſe, and a little 
Milk; they are forced to work very 
hard, oftentimes fourteen or fifteen 
Hours in the Day to procure even that : 
The Women are obliged to do as much. 
and as hard Drudgery in the Fields as 
the Men; that wears and breaks them, 
and renders them hard-favoured and 
coarſe, ſo that it is a great Rarity to 
ſee a pretty Country Girl, and the 
grown up Women look older and 
more wrinkled at the Age of twenty- 
five, than ours do at ſixty. The Men 
are halt ſtarved and ſhrivelled; they 
live in miſerable Cottages, and moſt 
commonly the whole Family, Man, 
Wite and Children, Cow, Goats, Poul- 
try, Hogs, and Horſes, it they have 
any, lay all in one Room upon Straw, 
They have no Encouragement to ſtrive 
and pet before-hand in the World; for 
they are taxed according to what they 
are worth, or can be ſuppoſed to earn 
by their Induſtry; ſo that it they do hap- 
pen to acquire a little Money, they 
carefully 
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carefully conceal it, and do not live 
one bit the better, for fear of being 
raiſed as to the Taxes; for the Taxes 
are let out by the King, to Perſons 
who give him a certain Sum for them ; 
and they make their Profit, by ſqueez- 
ing the very Blood out of the Country 
People ; The Officers of the Revenue 
ſtick at nothing, be it ever ſo cruel 
and unjuſt, to get their Subſtance from 
them ; and it they are unable to com- 
ply with their exorbitant Demands, 
they directly ſeize on what little they 
have, and turn them out of their 
wretched Habitations, without Mercy, 
to the wide World ; and what makes 
their Caſe the more to be pitied, is, 
that in none of theſe Countries are 
there any ſuch things as Poor Laws, or 
Proviſion made for the Support of thoſe 
who by Misfortunes are reduced to 
Diftreſs ; and by what you have al- 
ready ſcen, you muſt imagine that 
Charity is cold enough amongſt People 
who can but juſt ſubſiſt: Indeed there 
are none e able to giye, but the Prieſts, 
who 
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who in the midſt of this general Po- 
verty, wallow in Plenty, and contrive 
to get from theſe poor People all that 
the Government leaves them; and 
they do vouchſafe now and then, to 
afſſiſt them with the Crumbs that fall 
from their Table. This is the Caſe of 
ſome of the fineſt and moſt fruitful 
Countries in Europe, where from the 
Nature of the Government, and the 
Religion, the People ſtarve, where 
Nature would afford them the greatelt 
Plenty and Abundance. 

From this View of the State of the 
Commonalty in other Countries, to 
which much more might be added. 
full as ſtrong as what I have already 
ſaid; I think you cannot heſitate a 
Minute, but will with one Voice de- 
clare, that there are no Labours you 
would not undergo, nor any Dangers 
you would not encounter, rather than 
be reduced to ſuch a Situation, or ſut- 
fer fuch a Government to be introdu- 
ced amongſt you. I muſt once more 


repeat it, that vou would be in- 
| tinitely 
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finitely the greateſt Sufferers in that 
Caſe; the Rich would indeed loſe a 
great deal, but til! they would have 
much left; and both they and the 
Gentry would be in a State far prefer- 
able to yours. And now let us con- 
ſider the preſent Situation of this Na- 
tion, we | you mult be convinced that 
it is high Time to take all poſſible 
Precautions for our Defence. 

We are engaged in a War with the 
French, our old and implacable Ene- 
mies; they hate us both on Account 
of our Religion, and becauſe we are 
rich, happy, and free, while they are 
poor, miſerable, and Slaves ; they re- 
member that we have formerly beat 
them, and gained many great and glo- 
rious Victories over them; and deſire 
nothing ſo much as Revenge. This 
War was undertaken, not wantonly or 
for any trifling Cauſe, but out of Ne- 
ceſſity ; for we muſt defend our Ame- 
rican Colonies ; our Trade, Naviga- . 
tion, and Proſperity, depend in a great. 
meaſure on their Support : Thele the 


French have invaded, and they and 
B the 
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the Savage Indians their Allies, have 
committed the moſt ſhocking Cruel- 
ties, and horrible Barbarities on the 
poor Inhabitants, who were living 
peaceably, unarmed, and defenceleſs, 
as you are now; arid who to. their 
Coſts now feel the Want of, and too 
late lament the Neglect of a MiLIt1a 5 
had they attended to that as they ought 
to have done, it would have been im- 
poſſible for the French in Canada, who 
are not equal in Number to one fourth 
of the People in our Colonies, to 
have ſpread Havock and Deſtruction 
in the Manner they have done; but 
the Caſe is this, the Freuch even 
in Time of Peace kept up the Uſe 
of Arms, and a good Militia amongſt 
their People; whilſt ours neglected it, 
ſo that they were intirely unprepared 


for Defence or Refiſtance ; and, (in 


which I am afraid we too — re- 
ſembld them,) when the Danger . be- 
came — and the Rreach had 
even begun Hoſtilities, inſtead of unit- 
ing cloſely, and purſuing vigorous and 


+; "ops Moalures, they were all divided, 


quarrelling 
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quarrelling amongſt themſelves, trying 
to ſhift off any little Burthen and 
Charge upon one another, and cavil- 
ling at, and oppoſing, every thing 
that was propoſed for the Public Ser- 
vice; and in this Manner waſting their 
Time, till Deſtruction fell upon them; 
and now they ſeverely feel the ill Effects 
of their Negligence. From this Be- 
-haviour of the French in America, we 
may judge what they would do if they 
could find an Opportunity of invading 
us; and let us take warning in time 
from the Faults of our Countrymen in 
America: Thank God we have not 
for Ages paſt known what it is to have 
the Calamities of War amongſt us, or 
to have our Country.the Seat of it; ſo 
that you cannot poſſibly form to your- 
ſelves any Notion how great and terri- 
ble a Deſolation would be produced, 
by having a large Army croſs your 
Country, even in a friendly Manner; 
they would encamp upon your Corn, 
conſume all your Grals and Clover for 
Forage, throw down your Incloſures to 
3 | B 2 make 
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make room for their Marches and En- 
campments, cut down your Trees and 

Plantations for Fire-wood, or to make 
Bridges and mend Roads; beſides all 
the ill Uſage and plundering, that the 
Country muſt ſuffer from the Soldiers 
and Straglers, notwithſtanding the 
ſtricteſt Diſcipline and Care of the 
Officers; aſk any of thoſe who have 
been en in the laſt War in Fan- 
ders, and you will be convinced, that 
tho' our Troops were there as Friends 
to the Country, yet they did an infi- 
nite deal of Miſchief and Damage, and 
that the Sufferings of the Country 
People were beyond expreſſion ; and 
then you will conſider what l be 
the Caſe with an Army of Enemies 
among you: Here again you would 
be much worſe oft than the rich Folks, 
and Men of large Property, they would 
fave ſomething, you nothing; they 
would loſe only many of the Pleaſures 

and Conveniencies of Life, you the 

common Neceſſaries; they would ſec l 
Reluge either in other Countries, or 


large 
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large Cities, which generally eſcape the 
beſt; but you muſt ſtay and ſee your 
Houſes pillaged and burnt, your Wives 
and Daughters raviſhed, many of you 
murdered, and all of you ſtripped of 
every thing in the World, and this with 
the Addition of all Manner of Inſolence 
and Cruelty. Nothing can prevent 
this happening to us by a French Inva- 
ion, but our being armed, and in a 
State of Defence: It is true, that we 
have large Fleets and many regular 
Forces, but we have Employment 


enough for them abroad, and they may 


be abſent when moſt wanted; the Sea 
indeed is a natural and conſtant Pro- 
tection to us, but let us not truſt to it 
ſolely; it may, and will certainly fail 
us, if the French by their Succeſſes in 
Germany, are enabled to turn their 
whole Force againſt us; and we by our 
defenceleſs Situation, tempt them and 
invite them as it were, to run the 
Hazard of the Sea and Weather, by 
letting them ſee that if they can land 
even a few Men, they will be intirely 

| B 3 ſafe : 
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ſafe: For let me aſk you : ſuppoſe a 
French Privateer was to take the Ad- 
vantage of fine calm Summer Weather, 
and land only one hundred Men upon 
any part cf the Coaſt of Norfolk, at a 
Time that you had no regular Troops 
in the County, or King's Ships juſt at 
hand on the Coaſt; what would prevent 
theſe hundred Men, going as far, pil- 
laging as much, and afterwards return- 
Ing as quietly, as they could wiſh, with- 
out any kind of Reſiſtance or Danger? 
Firſt, you have no Arms nor Ammu- 
nition, for what ſignify a few light 
Fowling Pieces, without Bullets and 
Cartridges, or Bayonets to fix to them? 
they muſt be reckoned as nothing. If 
you had Arms, you are ignorant of the 
Uſe of them ; for many of you being 
able to ſhoot a Bird, does not at all 
give you the Uſe of ins in a Military 
Way, which conſiſts in the uſing them 
regularly, and in a proper Manner. 
Beſides, who would you get to com- 
mand or head you? without which 
you could abſolutely do nothing even 


it 


[23 ] 
if you had Arms ; your Gentlemen are 
as much unarmed, and as ignorant 
of the Uſe of Arms, as yourſelves; and 
if there ſhould chance to be any of 


them who had been in the Service; or 
knew any thing about it, they would 
trom that very Knowledge, not chooſe 
to bcad-an undiſciplined Body, a mere 
Rope of Sand, which they muſt be cer- 
tain would break, and leave them on the 
firſt Appearance of Danger; the Con- 
ſequence therefore muſt be, that every 
Man would ſhift for himſelf, and the 
whole Country fly before them like a 
Flock of Sheep: Fear would at firſt 
make them appear five times as many 
as they really were; and as the Report 
ſpread, the Numbers would be increaſed, 
till by the time it got to Moruich, they 
would be ſaid to beat leaſt 5000 : And 
ſuch would the Terror and Conſterna- 
tion be, that before the Truth could 
be known, and ſuch Numbers collected, 
as might over-power them, they would 
have done all the Miſchief they choſe _ 
to do, and retired unhurt. If you 
34 doubt 
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doubt che Juſtneſs of this Repreſenta- 


tion, only conſider with yourſelves, if 


ſuch a thing ſhould happen, what you 


and your Families could or would do; 


what Part you think any of your 


Neighbours, or Gentlemen in the Neigh- 


bourhood would act; and then I am 


perſuaded you will be convinced, that 


you, would nor could do any thing but 


run away, as faſt and as far as poſſible; 
and that you are as incapable at preſent, 
of making any Reſiſtance to a hundred 


Men well armed and diſciplined,” as ſo 


many Women or Children would be: 
It you are not, aſk any Soldier who has 


ſeen ever 10 little Service, and he will 


laugh at you for doubting about it, and 


tell you, he ſhould deſire no 3 or 


ſaler Duty, than to be one of the hun- 


dred. But if you have a Militia, you 


will have proper Arms, and many 


5 RF you will have learned the Uſe 


of them; the Gentlemen alſo will be 
{killed 1 we it, and you will have proper 
Othcers to head you ; they will know 
their Militia Men, and their Men know 

them, 
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much degenerated from what our Fore- 
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them, which will beget a kind of reci- 


procal Confidence; and I don't doubt, 
but in ſuch a Cauſe as the Defence of 
their Wives and Families, they would 
fight well: For I hope we are not fo 


fathers were, in whoſe Days our Mili- 
tia, (for it was no other,) gave the 
French many a ſevere Drubbing in 
their own. Country: In thoſe times 
there were no regular Soldiers; the 
Horſe of every Army was compoſed 
of the Nobility and Gentry, who held 
Lands of the King upon Condition of 
attending him in his Wars; and the 
Foot was made up of their Dependants 
and Tenants, who by their Tenures 
were obliged to follow them. The 
Common People of England were 
then famous for their Skill in the Uſe 


of the Long Bow, and many Laws 


were in force to oblige every Man to 


practiſe it, and keep good Bows and 


Arrows; on many of the Commons in 


this County, the Remains of the Butts 
that they ſhot on every Sunday and 
Holyday are to be yet ſeen: This 

made 


6 . 
made our Foot Militia the beſt in Eu- 
rape; and the great Victories that were 
gained under Edward the Third, and 
Henry the Fifth, were 'entirely owing 
to — In -thoſe Days the Scotch 
and Welch were almoſt always at War 
with us, and continually res In- 
roads into the Northern and Weſtern 
Counties, who conſtantly repulſed and 
beat them, with their Militia alone; 
and ſuch a Body of ragged Highlanders, 
as that which in the Year 1745 pene- 
trated into the Heart of the Kingdom, 
and ſtruck not only the great City of 
Lendon, but even the whole Nation, 
with'a Pannic and Terror that one can- 
not think of without Shame, and (what 
is more ſcandalous) all got fate back 
into their own Country; would 200 
Years ago, have been repulſed and dri- 
ven back with Loſs, by the Militia of 
the two Counties of Cumberland and 
We/,inorland only; without our being 
more alarmed by it in theſe Parts, than 
we are at any Event of that Sort hap- 
pening in Germany, or at ever fo great 
a Diſtance 
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a Diſtanee'from us: But as after the 


Reduction of the Fetch, and the Union 
with the Scorch, we were not ſubject to 
ſuch ſudden Attacks; and Trade and 
Manufactures increaſing, employed the 
Thoughts and Hands of the People, 
we became leſs attentive to Arms; and 
ſeveral other Cauſes concurring, which 
are too many, and would be too tedious 
to mention here, we by Degrees ſunk. 
into an indolent, unwarlike, and de- 
fenceleſs State; from which, if our 
preſent dangerous Situation cannot 
rouze us, and make us once more put 
on Manhood and Valour; I think there 
is no great need of the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy, to fortel to you, that in a few 
Years, from being the Common Peo- 
ple of Europe, the moſt indulged and 
protected by the Laws, and the freeft 
from all Inſults and Oppreſſions of 
thoſe who are your Superiors in Rank 
and Fortune, who, as Affairs now 
ftand, arc obliged in many Inflances to 
court, and humour you, and in all to 
act by you with Humanity and fuſtice; 

BE + 
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I fay inſtead of being in this happy. 
State, you will become like the poor 
French Peaſants which I have juſt de- 
ſcribed ; as muſt be the Caſe, if ever 
we loſe our Liberty, and- our preſent 
happy Conſtitution ; you may perhaps 
think, that the Nobility, Gentry, and 
the Rich will be Slaves too; ſo they 
will, but let me tell you, that they will 
be your Maſters, and that the worſt 
Slayery 3 is, being a Slave to Slaves. 
And now let me juſt ſpeak two 
Words about the Act itſelf, and con- 
clude. What is required by it? only 
that you ſhall devote twenty Days in 
a Year for three Years, that is to fay, 
about two Months in your whole Life, 
(for it is great Odds that no Man will 
be ever drawn twice, ) to learn to de- 
fend yourſelves, your Liberty, your 
Country, your Wives and Families, 
and all that you ought to value; and 
this you are to be paid for; if not quite 
ſo much as ſome of you may earn 
otherwiſe, yet what is much above the 
uſual Price of Labour in moſt Coun- 


ties 


[29] 
ties, and full enough to prevent its 
being detrimental to any of you, You 
are to learn the Uſe of Arms, which is 
an Exerciſe that is perfectly graceful 
and manly, and has always been in all 
Times and all Nations, looked on as 
the particular Privilege and Diſtinction 
of Gentlemen, and Free Men, and 
what Slaves and Vaſſals never were in- 
dulged in: You will be taught by Of- 
ficers, choſen from among your neigh- 
bouring Gentry, that you know and 
are known to; and not be ſubjected 
to any Sort of harſh Treatment. You 
will find it eaſy and pleaſant; and I 
will venture to promiſe, that tho' at 
- preſent the thing being new, a great 
many People, eſpecially the weaker 
Sex, form to themſelves ſtrange ridi- 
culous and groundleſs Apprehenſions; 
yet when you have once ſeen it put in 
Practice, you will all be pleaſed with 
it, and not one of you that are choſen, 
would be off it he could. The Notion 
ſo induſtriouſly ſpread, that you are 
liable to be ſent Abroad, when you are 

| engaged 
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ped as Militia Men, it is ſo abſurd 
— ſo falſe, that nothing but the 
greateſt Imprudence, Joined to the moſt 
wicked Deſigns, could ever have pro- 
pagated it. The only Anſwer is, That 
the Militia Law expreſly declares you 
all not, when ſerving as Militia Men, 
be liable to be preſſed, or obliged to ſerve | 


in his Majeſty's Forces against your 
Will. And it likewiſe provides, That 


the Militia fhall not on any Account be 
ſent out of this Kingdom. What can 
you require more? You don't depend 
for this upon the Word of any Man, 
not even of the King: You have an 
AcrT or PARLIAMENT, that is, the Law 
for your Security; as good a Title as 
any Man has to his Eſtate, or even the 
King has to his Crown ; which he 
holds by Virtue of the Act for Sertling 
the Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover, 
as you will ſee by the Oath you are to 
take as Militia Men; ſo that you are 
aſſured never to . unleſs in caſe 
of an actual Invaſion of this Kingdom; 

and it that ſhould happen, [ can only 


ſay, 


. 
ſay, that however ayerſe any of you 
may be to jumping out of a two pair 
of Stairs Window, yet I believe you 
would ſcarely ſcruple doing it, if your 
Houſe was on Fire, and you muſt be 
burnt if you did not: And I think 
that thoſe who would at ſuch a Time 
call upon Subſtitutes, to defend their 
Sweethearts, their Wives and Famihes, 
deſerve richly, that my pretty Coun- 
trywomen ſhould find Subſtitutes to 
ſerve for them in a more pleaſing 


Duty. 


I am, 
Dear Countrymen, 


Your ſincere Friend, 


and Well-wiſher. 
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